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first principles, then we must agree to differ. We
can argue till our heads ache, and from that /argument
much good may spring; but we cannot prove.
Similarly, if one man holds to Junkerism and another
to pacifism as the panacea, neither can achieve a
mathematical demonstration of right and wrong. But
it would be utterly foolish on that account to desist
from all reflection on the nature of the beautiful in
art or the nature of the good in politics.
The plain man accordingly has no valid reason for
despising or distrusting political theory.    If it is some-
times barren and sometimes abstract, it is not alone
in being the victim of pedants.    On the other hand,
political practice touches and affects us all at nearly
every minute of the day, and, where there is practice,
there should theory be also, just as there should be no
theory without practice.    The current habit of laugh-
ing at all theory and reflection is the ugly and foolish
product of an industrialized society, whose tastes are
warped, whose values are vitiated.    There has been a
marked   tendency  among   those   adult   workers   who
desire further education to demand * economics * first
and last and all the time.    Luckily this tendency is
decreasing,  for the eagerness to study economies in
isolation  and in  specialist's  detail may result  in   a
certain narrowness of outlook.    Political theory, being
the natural companion of economic theory since man
is simultaneously citizen  and  producer,  subject  and
consumer, certainly demands an equal attention.    Nor
need anyone imagine that the study of political theory
condemns him to the absorption of constitutional practice
and  parliamentary  manipulation;    if  he   chooses   to
devote  himself to  the   machinery  of  politics,   if  he
has a preference for political institutions over political
ideals, the materials are ready to hand and here is a